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THEOLOGICAL. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE GOSPEL COVENANT. 


No. Il. 


I+ has appeared, from considerations already exhibited, that the cove- 
nant promulgated to Abraham was the Christian covenant, the same 
that now exists as a visible Christian church. It was “ confirmed in 
Christ ;’’ and ‘the law, which was afterwards added, could not dis- 
annul it ;”’ it was a perpetual covenant, and was to remain in force, 
for the conversion and salvation of sinners, to the end of the world. 
This covenant has two visible ordinances, which shall now be the sub- 
ject of our consideration. 

The gospel is intended for two objects, both necessary to men’s 
salvation. As all are guilty of sin and depraved in heart, this guilt 
must be pardoned, and this depravity must be done away, or they 
cannot be saved. To effect these necessary objects, the atonement 
was made and the Holy Spirit was given. The Saviour suffered to 
procure a pardon, and the Spirit was sent to purify the heart. These 
two things, then, the atonement for sin, and the effusion of grace, being 
essential parts of the gospel plan, two ordinances were instituted to re- 
present them. These are the Christian sacraments. One of them points 
to the atonement, the other to the sanctification of our corrupt nature. 

When the covenant was promulgated to Abraham, circumcision was 
instituted to represent this sanctification. It was appointed as an out- 
ward type of inward circumcision, a type of the regeneration and re- 
newal of the human heart. It was a sign and seal of admission into the 
holy covenant, and was to teach men the necessity of inward sanctifi- 
cation, and intended as a means of producing it. ‘The atonement for 
sin, the other great branch of the gospel system, was anciently rep- 
resented by offering sacrifice, as a type of the sacrifice of Christ. 
When Israel came out of Egypt, this ordinance was reduced to a sys- 
tematick form ; the paschal lamb was commanded to be annually slain, 
to prefigure that Lamb of God, which in due time was to be sacri- 
ficed for the sins of men. Thus the church, under the Jewish form, 
had two sacraments, pointing to the two great doctrines of the gospel. 

After the Saviour appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self, there was to be no more shedding of blood for sin. ‘ The 
priesthood being changed, there was made a change also of the law.”’ 
The covenant was altered into a new form. Two new sacraments were 
substituted in place of the old ones, and were set forth as signs of 
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that sanctification, and that pardon, which were anciently represented 
by circumcision and the passover. , 

1. ‘The first ordinance under the present dispensation is baptism, 
which has been instituted in the room of circumcision, as an outward 
emblem ofan inward and spiritual work. 

It has, indeed, been contended, that these ordinances cannot both 
mean the same thing; because, as baptism is only atypical ceremony, 
if circumcision has any allusion to it. it mast be a type of a type. 
But this objection arises from a mistaken view of the subject. One 
ot these ordinances is not a type of the other; but each of them is a 
type of inward circumcision or spiritual regeneration. Both of them 
were instituted as seals of initiation into the same covenant, though 
under different dispensations; and therefore both speak the same 
thing, though in different language. 

Another objection to our doctrine is, that none but males were to 
be circumcised ; whereas baptism is to be administered to females. 
But this is answered by the apostle, Gal. iii. 28. ‘* There is neither 
Jew nor Greck, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male | 
nor female ; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.’ As if be had said, | 
Under the former dispensation there was a difference made, but now : 
there is none ; there was a difference between Jew and Greek, &c. ' 
but all this is now removed, and all sorts of people are admitted to 
equal privileges! The covenant is the same, and the privileges are ] 
the same ; only they are extended to other persons. ( 
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From this part of our subject we may draw the inference, that bap- 
tism is to be administered to the same subjects as circumcision and to 
some others. All who had a right to the privileges of the covenant $ 
under the Jewish dispensation have the same right now ; and some ‘ 
others have the right expressly extended to them by seripture cove. t] 
nant in the New Testament. We may then urge the propriety of re- 
ceiving children into the Christian covenant. ‘The privilege was al. y 
lowed them under the ancient organization of the church; the same v 
church continues now, with even more extended privileges; and th 
therefore children have the same right, and parents are under the same VW 
obligation. ‘The Lord said to Abraham, ‘1 will establish my cove- er 
nant between me and thee and thy seed after thee, to be a God ar 
unto thee and to thy seed after thee. Every man child among you tu 
shall be circumcised ; and it shall be a token of the covenant between [| yw; 
me and you.” Such was the covenant of promise. St. Peter makes [| Gc 
a similar declaration, but extends it to other nations. ‘“* The promise [| ch 
is to you and to your children, and to all that are afar off” Those | me 
afir off are the Gentiles. The meaning then must be, “The pro- |” 
mises and privileges of the covenant are to you and to yourchildren, |) Ch 
and tothe Gentiles whom the Lord shall call, and their children.” [| go 
This is the main ground for the practice of infant baptism. ‘The | the 
covenant is the same as it was in the time of the patriarchs ; chil- ren 
dren were then commanded to be received intoit; that command has | anc 
not been revoked, and therefore continues in full force. ) stit 


So the matter was generally understood in the first ages of Chris- 
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tianity, and even almost down to the present day , and so it is now 
understood by more than nineteen twentieths of the professing Chris- 
tians in the world. The testimony of Christian writers, from the 
apostles downward, is clear and unanimous. Clement, who lived in 
the time of the apostles. says, ‘* Baptize your infants, and educate 
them in the discipline and admonition of God.”’ Justin Martyr, about 
forty years afterwards, affirms, that ‘* baptism is to us in the place of 
circumcision.” Ireneus, about eighty years from the death of St. John, 
says ‘* This also did the church receive of the apostles, to baptize 
infants.”” And he often speaks tothe same effect Tertullian, but a 
few years after, affords us the same testimony. Origen, about one 
hundred and thirty years from St. John’s death, speaks frequently 
and clearly to the same effect. And about twenty years later, 
Cyprian and sixty-six other bishops in council unanimously declared, 
that “‘none were to be debarred baptism; which rule,” said they, 
“ we think especially to be observed in reference to infants.” Va- 
rious other testimonies might be adduced from writers in the primitive 
ages ; but these are sufficient to show what was the general opinion at 
that time ; and as these writers lived, some of them in the very time 
of the apostles, and the rest soon after, they doubtless well understood 
what was the apostolick practice in relation to this subject. It cannot 
be said, that we have positive evidence from scripture, though we 
have much circumstantial evidence. that the apostles baptized chil- 
dren. But if they did not, it is hard to conceive how the whole 
Christian world should have adopted the practice in the next century, 
and declared that they received it from the apostles. It is then rea- 
sonably evident that the apostles practised infant baptism ; and if so, 
the authority 1s sufficient for our purpose, and no scruples or cavils to 
the contrary should have any weight. 

How strong are our obligations to observe the institutions of God ! 
When they are plainly set before us, who will dare to neglect? 
When called to repent of sin, to embrace the Saviour, and attend upon 
the prescribed ordinances, who will presume to neglect or delay ? 
Who will turn away from the calls of the Almighty, and refuse to be 
entreated tohis good? This subject especially concerns those, who 
are in a state of heathenism. who keep at a distance trom divine insti- 
tutions, and are, perhaps, bringing up families in the same careless 
way. It becomes them well to consider, how they will answer to 
God for their criminal negligence, and how they will answer to their 
children and posterity for neglecting to put them in the way of those 
means of grace, which might have been blessed to their spiritual good. 

2. The other ordinance prescribed under the present form of the 
Christian covenant is the Lord’s supper This was ordained * for the 
continual remembrance of the sacrifice of the death of Christ, and of 
the benefits which we receive thereby.” It has a commemorative refe- 
rence to that divine atonement, which was made for the pardon of sin, 
and which was anciently represented by the paschal lamb. _ It was in- 
stituted on the most solemn occasion, in the very night when our Lord 
was betrayed, when he had just finished his last legal passover, and 
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was actually offering himself up for the sins of men. The bread and wine 
are such exact symbols of the body and blood of Christ, that when he 
instituted and administered the ordinance, he said, * This is my body ; 
this is my blood.” St. Paul, speaking on the same subject to the Co- 
rinthians, said, ‘* As oft as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye 
do show the Lord’s death tillhe come.’? This ordinance was enjoin- 
ed upon all true believers. ‘* Drink ye all of this,” says our Lord, 
** Do this in remembrance of me.” All who can can come, humble 
and penitent, “ not trusting in their own righteousness, but in God’s 
mercy,” are entitled to the privilege. and are under obligations to 
improve it. The particular manner in which this ordinance is ad- 
ministered, provided the elements are blessed and consecrated by 
a regular priest in the church of God, is probably not essential to 
its validity. ‘The most solemn and devout manner should be prefer- 
red ; and the whole sou! should be engaged in exercises of devotion. 

This sacrament, like the other, has not only ‘* an outward and visi- 
ble sign,” but also “an inward and spiritual grace.” It is designed 
and calculated to strengthen those who duly receive it, to give them 
a more lively sense of divine things, to promote the Christian graces 


in their souls, and to help them forward in the Christian path. If 


they are inclined to forget their Saviour, a new exercise of fellowship 
at his table will enliven their views, and lead them to a more clear 
recollection of the great and good things that he has done for their sal- 
vation. If their feelings are cold and languid, a visit to his altar will 
help to inspire them with new fervour. If they are gloomy and de- 
jected, a fresh application at the sacred fountain will revive their hopes, 
and animate them with divine consolations. An bumble and devout at- 
tendance upon this invigorating ordinance will always strengthen the 
soul for the Christian warfare, and guide it to victory and glory. 

Such being the nature and design of the Lord’s supper, will not all 
humble believers attend faithfully upon it? Will any of the servants 
of God shrink from obeying bis commands? Will they carelessly 
disregard those institutions, which were appointed for their spiritual 
consolation ? Do they not feel their weakness and their wants?) And are 
they not anxious to make use of all the means, which have been de- 
vised to strengthen and sustain them in their course? As the Saviour’s 
atonement is the only fountain of salvation, will they ungratefully 
neglect the appointed memorial of it, and turn away from the mercy 
set before them? If they continue thus negligent, it is to be feared 
they will decline from the path of godliness, fall from their steadfast- 
ness, and relapse into impiety and unbelief. Let the subject be se- 
riously considered; and let it be ascertained, who is on the Lord’s 
side, who is willing to take up the cross and follow Jesus to his suffer- 
ings and to his death, and in that way alone become partaker of bis 
glorious resurrection. 

The Lord’s supper is nothing in itself; it is only a memorial, to 
teach us that a Saviour has been given and offered up for our sins. It 
should then remind us that we are sinners, lost and undone, insomuch 
that none but a Redeemer from heaven could deliver and save us. 
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Nothing but divine power could bring us back, and restore us to holi- 
ness and happiness. How desperate must have been our situation, to 
need such a method for our recovery! How deep should be our hu- 
miliation, how ardent our repentance, and how fervent our gratitude, 
whether we reflect upon our own sinfulness, or upon God’s mercy ! 
How earnest and faithful should we be in using every means appoint- 
ed for our spiritual good ; that so we may be “ delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, and brougbt into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God!” Especially should those be awake and alive to 
their duty, who have ever obtained a comforting sense of the divine 
goodness. It they feel that the Lord has blessed them, Jet them fully 
enjoy the blessing ; and let their joy be increased by fervent gratitude 
and holy love They have not ‘* already attained, neither are already 
perfect.”’ Sins and infirmities hang about them ; and they need far- 
ther advances in Christian grace. Penitence should therefore be con- 
stantly exercised ; supplications and prayers should be daily offered 
up; the Christian ordinances should be faithfully attended ; and all 
the means of grace should be diligently used; that the soul may be 
more purified from sin, more improved in piety and godliness, and 
more fitted for the happiness of heaven. 
V eRMONTENSIS, 
== 


SERMON,—No. XXIX.* 


Prov. iv. 26. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be estab- 
lished. 


Attruoucn the general doctrines and precepts of Christianity, as 
applicable to mankind in all their relations and concerns, demand, in 
the course of publick instruction, our most frequent attention, yet it is 
of no little importance that our minds should occasionally advert to 
duties of a more particular character, which are imposed upon us by 
reason of the association with which we are connected, or the dis- 
tinctive principles which we have been led to adopt. In addition to 
the obligations under which we are placed in regard to faith, repent- 
ance, and holy obedience, and to the fulfilment of which we are bound 
in common with others, there are some peculiar but necessary re- 
quirements which have reference to our differences of opinion and 
practice upon religious subjects, that claim from us a diligent and con- 
scientious observance. As members, for instance, of the Episcopal 
church, it is incumbent upon us, my brethren, to examine, with fi- 
delity, the nature of our institutions ; to be able to give a reason for 
the sentiments which we have imbibed, and to cultivate those feelings 
and habits that are best calculated to advance the interests of our 
cause. ‘I’o ponder the path of our feet, and see that our ways are 
all established in truth, may, in this respect, be considered a duty 
which embraces an inspection of the motives and dispositions by which 


* Delivered before the Convention of the Eastern Diocese, at their last meet- 
ing, in Windsor, Vermont, Sept. 24, 1823. 
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was actually offering himself up for the sins of men. The bread and wine 
are such exact symbols of the body and blood of Christ, that when he 
instituted and administered the ordinance, he said, * This is my body ; 
this is my blood.” St. Paul, speaking on the same subject to the Co- 
rinthians, said, ‘* As oft as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye 
do show the Lord’s death till he come.’? This ordinance was enjoin- 
ed upon all true believers. ‘* Drink ye all of this,’”’ says our Lord, 
** Do this in remembrance of me.” All who can can come, humble 
and penitent, ‘‘ not trusting in their own righteousness, but in God’s 


mercy,”’ are entitled to the privilege, and are under obligations to | 


improve it. The particular manner in which this ordinance is ad- 
ministered, provided the elements are blessed and consecrated by 
a regular priest in the church of God, is probably not essential to 
its validity. ‘The most solemn and devout manner should be prefer- 
red ; and the whole sou! should be engaged in exercises of devotion. 

This sacrament, like the other, has not only ‘* an outward and visi- 
ble sign,”’ but also “an inward and spiritual grace.” It is designed 
and calculated to strengthen those who duly receive it, to give them 


a more lively sense of divine things, to promote the Christian graces 


in their souls, and to help them forward in the Christian path. If 


they are inclined to forget their Saviour, a new exercise of fellowship 
at his table will enliven their views, and lead them to a more clear 
recollection of the great and good things that he has done for their sal- 
vation. If their feelings are cold and languid, a visit to bis altar will 
help to inspire them with new fervour. If they are gloomy and de- 
jected, a fresh application at the sacred fountain will revive their hopes, 
and animate them with divine consolations. An bumble and devout at- 
tendance upon this invigorating ordinance will always strengthen the 
soul for the Christian wartare, and guide it to victory and glory. 

Such being the nature and design of the Lord’s supper, will not all 
humble believers attend faithfully upon it? Will any of the servants 
of God shrink from obeying bis commands? Will they carelessly 
disregard those institutions, which were appointed for their spiritual 
consolation ? Do they not feel their weakness and their wants? And are 
they not anxious to make use of all the means, which have been de- 
vised to strengthen and sustain them in their course? As the Saviour’s 
atonement is the only fountain of salvation, will they ungratefully 
neglect the appointed memorial of it, and turn away from the mercy 
set before them? If they continue thus negligent, it is to be feared 
they will decline from the path of godliness, fall from their steadfast- 
ness, and relapse into impiety and unbelief. Let the subject be se- 
riously considered; and let it be ascertained, who is on the Lord’s 
side, who is willing to take up the cross and follow Jesus to bis sufler- 
ings and to his death, and in that way alone become partaker of bis 
glorious resurrection. 

The Lord’s supper is nothing in itself; it is only a memorial, to 
teach us that a Saviour has been given and offered up for our sins. It 
should then remind us that we are sinners, lost and undone, insomuch 
that none but a Redeemer from heaven could deliver and save us. 
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Nothing but divine power could bring us back, and restore us to holi- 
ness and happiness. How desperate must have been our situation, to 
need such a method for our recovery! How deep should be our hu- 
mitiation, how ardent our repentance, and how fervent our gratitude, 
whether we reflect upon our own sinfulness, or upon God’s mercy ! 
How earnest and faithful should we be in using every means appoint- 
ed for our spiritual good ; that so we may be “ delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, and brought into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God!” Especially should those be awake and alive to 
their duty, who have ever obtained a comforting sense of the divine 
goodness. If they feel that the Lord has blessed them, let them fully 
enjoy the blessing ; and let their joy be increased by fervent gratitude 
and holy love’ ‘They have not ** already attained, neither are already 
perfect.” Sins and infirmities hang about them ; and they need far- 
ther advances in Christian grace. Penitence should therefore be con- 
stantly exercised ; supplications and prayers should be daily offered 
up; the Christian ordinances should be faithfully attended ; and all 
the means of grace should be diligently used; that the soul may be 
more purified from sin, more improved in piety and godliness, and 
more fitted for the happiness of heaven. 
V ERMONTENSIS, 
== 


SERMON,—No. XXIX.* 


Prov. iv. 26. Ponder the path of thy fect, and let all thy ways be estab- 
lished. 


Actuovcn the general doctrines and precepts of Christianity, as 
applicable to mankind in all their relations and concerns, demand, in 
the course of publick instruction, our most frequent attention, yet it is 
of no little importance that our minds should occasionally advert to 
duties of a more particular character, which are imposed upon us by 
reason of the association with which we are connected, or the dis- 
tinctive principles which we have been led to adopt. In addition to 
the obligations under which we are placed in regard to faith, repent- 
ance, and holy obedience, and to the fulfilment of which we are bound 
in common with others, there are some peculiar but necessary re- 
quirements which have reference to our differences of opinion and 
practice upon religious subjects, that claim from us a diligent and con- 
scientious observance. As members, for instance, of the Episcopal 
church, it is incumbent upon us, my brethren, to examine, with fi- 
delity, the nature of our institutions ; to be able to give a reason for 
the sentiments which we have imbibed, and to cultivate those feelings 
and habits that are best calculated to advance the interests of our 
cause. ‘Io ponder the path of our feet, and see that our ways are 
all established in truth, may, in this respect, be considered a duty 
which embraces an inspection of the motives and dispositions by which 


* Delivered before the Convention of the Eastern Diocese, at their last meet- 
ing, in Windsor, Vermont, Sept. 24, 1823. 
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we are influenced ; an acquaintance with the principles to which we 
have given our assent, and a constant uniformity in practice and pro- 
fession. And it is with such a view of the subject, that I shall call 
your present attention to some of our more immediate obligations as 
Churchmen, In doing this, it will be my endeavour to enable you 
to comply with the injunction of the text by offering a few 
plain rules which, with the blessing of God, may be found useful in 
giving that direction to your steps which will be most conducive to 
your own peace and to the general welfare of our communion. 

In the first place, the most sincere and decided attaclment and 
preference are due from every individual to that system or mode of 
faith which distinguishes the religious community to which he be- 
longs. In matters of conscience, and such as concern our relation to 
the Supreme Being, and to the events of a future world, there can be 
no justification of a course regulated only by motives of a temporal or 
worldly nature. Interest and “fashion and convenience must give 

lace to the convictions of the understanding, and in choosing the 
method which we intend to pursue for the inheritance of eternal life, 
we must be careful to ponder the path of our feet, and to establish 
our ways with a just sense of the claims and a uniform regard for the 
dictates of truth. 

The Christian world, at the present day, is unhappily divided into 
numerous sects; and, for the support and extension of the various 
opinions which prevail, separate churches and combinations of men 
have been established. The moderation and policy ot a free gov- 
ernment have given to the inhabitants of this country a constitutional 
right to associate themselves with whatever denomination they please, 
and in the exercise of this privilege they are not of necessity sub- 
jected to any control but that which is imposed by their own dispo- 
sitions. But the latitude which is thus given to our selection does in 
no manner annul our moral obligations, and for the use that we make 
of our liberty we are answerable to Him who created us. ‘This is a 
point which seems to be overlooked and disregarded by many. Such 
is the excitement of the present age upon thevlogical subjects, and so 
extensive is the spirit of disunion and contention, that the influence 
of passion, or the temporizing directions of worldly prudence, are 
more engaged in the arrangement of the several classes of religious 
society than the sure and immutable principles of reason or revela- 
tion. And hence it is, that among those who, from a sitnilarity of si- 
tuation with ourselves. have been esteemed by us as friends andasso- 
ciates, united with us in the same cause and dependent upon the same 
means of instruction, we so often meet with indifference and even 
aversion to the promotion of objects connected with the best interest 
of our churches and the spiritual benefit of the individuals who com- 
pose them. “ Thus personal inconsistency brings discredit upon re- 
ligion in general, and the prosperity of Zion is retarded by those who, 
from their station, might be expected to find their greatest happiness 
in building up its walls, repairing its desolations and beautifying its 
sacred temples. 
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~ The institutions of religion are not, like the employments of the 

world, to be as-umed and laid aside according to the caprice and 
fancies ot the moment. ‘They embrace the duties which we owe to 
God and our fellow creatures; they urge the doctrines upon which 
the eternal safety of our souls is dependent, and, from their exalted 
nature and all important design, they demand from us feelings and 
views with which no earthly consideration should ever be permit- 
ted to interfere. We have been taught that an interesting prepara- 
tion is necessary to our happiness beyond the grave, and it can only 
be supposed. when we have acknowledged the path in which we in- 
tend to walk, that we have a just sense of its advantages in regard to 
our future existence, and that we have chosen it on account of its 
imagined rectitude and security. And if we are rightly instructed in 
the things of another world, and are accustomed to reflect with seri- 
ousness upon the value of those means of grace which are mercifully 
bestowed as our guides to heaven, we shali neither rashly nor thought- 
lessly adopt any measure, or pursue any course, until we are convinc- 
ed of its excellency, and are, therefore, qualified to prefer it above 
all others. 

It is required of us that we should be active and zealous in all our 
duties ; but bow can we render a compliance, when we feel little or 
no interest in the system under which these duties are prescribed to 
us? If our connexion with a religious suciety result merely from 
considerations of temporal profit and gratification, what inducements 
shall we have to manifest our engagedness in the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and to insure to ourselves, by diligent and un- 
ceasing improvement of our talents, the one thing needful ? 

But I trust, my brethren, that I need not endeavour to prove to 
you the absurdity of professing principles for which we have no re- 
gard, or the danger of treating with neglect and indifference the insti- 
tutions which are to qualify us forthe enjoyment of future glory. It 
cannot be doubted that your minds are duly impressed with a sense 
of the importance of truth, and that your consciences bear witness to 
the sincerity and ardour of your attachments. To justify and per- 
petuate your feelings and principles, we may, therefore, propose, 

In the second place, the necessity of an acquaintance with the 
distinguishing characteristicks of our profession. It is, indeed, from 
this that our preference and our zeal ought to arise; for how can any 
one vindicate either to himself or his fellow creatures his adoption 
and support of that which he does not understand ? And yet, in this 
particular, there is a remarkable deficiency in the Christian world, 
Mankind are so strongly bound by the chains of education and habit, 
and their aversion to the investigation of serious subjects is so natu- 
rally produced by the variety of their pursuits, that they are, in gene- 
ral, willing to believe upon the authority of others, without giving 
themselves the trouble to examine into the character and evidences of 
their faith. But whatever may be the case with many, to us, my 
brethren, there can be no excuse for adopting our opinions upon 
trust. Situated as we are in the midst of a community where the or- 
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der and forms of the Church have, in most places, been but recently 
introduced, and where whatever varies from accustomed modes is 
likely to be viewed with jealousy, and opposed with bitterness, there 
isa peculiar necessity laid upon us to become acquainted with the 
ground of cur principles that we may be enabled to maintain and de- 
fend them when attacked. 

The members of the Episcopal church need never be afraid to 
examine the evidences by which the peculiarities of their system are 
supported, for they rest upon a basis which has withstood the storms 
and revolutions of ages , and the more they are made the subject of 
inquiry, the stronger will be our conviction of the truths which they 
establish. From the bistory of the Jewish nation through every pe- 
riod of its existence until the coming of the Messiah ; trom the institu- 
tions of the latter during his personal ministry upon earth ; from the 
uniform practice of the apostles, founded upon the commission which 
they had received from their dtvine Master, and from the sanction of 
the church universal in its earliest and purest state, we derive the 
most satisiaciory assurance of the validity of our claims and the con- 
formity of our rites to the word and the will of God. And it is only 
necessary that the members of our communion should, with impar- 
tial views and unprejudiced feelings, apply themselves to the investi- 
gation of their principles, in order to the reception of that proof 
which will encourage and confirm them in the way of their duty. 
By giving their attention to the arguments in favour of our system, 
they will be led to a right understanding of the sinful nature, and 
evil consequences of that schism which produces a division of the 
mystical body of Christ, and be urged on to a zealous contending for 
the faith which was once delivered to the saints, Nor isthe inquiry at- 
tended with any great dificulty or inconvenience; and if a due 
sense Were generally entertained of the importance of a true belie! 
and an authorized practice, there would be an anxious and a prevail- 
ing desire to know, with some degree of certainty, the grounds of that 
which was professed. 

It is, my brethren, a duty which you owe, not only to you 
own consciences, but to the church of Christ, to make yourseives fa- 
miliar with the leading arguments in favour of that particular mode ot 
religious discipline and worship to which you have declared your at- 
tachment. ‘The doubts and perplexities that are occasioned by ig- 
norance cannot subsist in common with that peace of mind which is 
essential to the real enjoyment of your faith, nor can you, so long as 
you are unable to give a reason for what you believe, avoid those dil- 
ficulties of decision and inconsistencies of conduct, which are, in a 
very high degree, prejudicial to the interests of the Church. When 
objections are pressed upon you which you cannot refute, you wil! 
not only be subjected to a personal uneasiness and mortification, but the 
adversary will take advantage of your weakness, and triumph in bis 
opposition to the truth. * Ponder, therefore,” in this respect, ** the 
path of your feet, and let your ways be established,” by an appea' 
to authorities which no artifice can evade and no bigotry deny. 
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In the third place, it is necessary, my brethren, that we should be 
well established in the doctrines of the Church. But here, although 
we have comprehensive creeds, and well digested articles for our as- 
sistance. we are, nevertheless, referred for our opinions to the holy 
scriptures which contain, as we are assured, all things necessary to 
salvation. And I believe, that upon a diligent and candid compari- 
son, it will be found that whatever the Church teaches its members to 
receive has the sanction of the word of God, and that when we con- 
tend earnestly for the one, we shall, of necessity, be engaged in de- 
fence of the other also. For our guidance and encouragement in the 
way of righteousness we are instructed in the various principles and 
duties which concern our characters in their relation to an eternal 
world, We are told of the depravity of the human heart as a great mo- 
ral disease which pervades the whole family of mankind ; we are point- 
ed to the remedy provided in the mediation and atonement of Jesus 
Christ, who is set forth as the only ground of hope and justification to 
the sinner,and who, in his offices and his attributes, is represented as God 
over all blessed for ever ; we are assured of the aid of the Holy Spirit to 
renew our natures and to direct our steps, and we are urged to ail the sin- 
cerity of repentance and obedience,from the power motives ofa resur- 
rection from the dead, and the judgment of the great day. These are the 
interesting subjects presented to our consideration and improvement 
in the various formularies and services to which we are accustomed, 
and, to the serious and faithtul inquirer, it cannot be a matter of doubt 
and uncertainty that they are supported by the dec!arations of the bi- 
ble Considering, therefore, the truth and importance ot those doc- 
trines which constitute so great a part of our religious system, the du- 
ty of yielding to thetn our unqualified assent, and of resting upon them 
as the foundation of all that we can enjoy or hope for in eternity, 
must be apparent to all; and, whatever may be the fashion of the 
times or the disposition to which we are prone, there can be no excuse 
for any individual in treating with neg'ect or irreverence the peculiari- 
ties of divine revelation. Let us, then, try our faith by the only sure 
standard, without regard to private feeling or popular prejudice, and 
whatever we find in agreement with the rules trom heaven let us em- 
brace and defend uninifluenced by the tavour or the fear of the world, 

Next tothe doctrines of the Church, | wouid recommend, tn the 
fourth place, the oservance of its ordinances. It is usually expected, 
when men unite themselves with a particular society, that they will 
support its institutions by their example in practice as weil as by 
other means. And, indeed, how can they be said to respect its inter. 
ests, and to honour its laws when they uniformly refuse a compliance 
with its most distinguishing requisitions ? In this, there is, however, 
much greund tor compl: aint and lamentation in the church of Christ ; 
for, although the reasonableness and utility of conforming to appoint 
ed regulations are acknowledged by the greater part, if not by all, 
yet but few seem sufficiently impressed with a sense of their nature 
and importance, to seek from them the*benefits which they are intend- 
ed to convey. 

17 GOSPEL ADVOCATR, VOL. III. 
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Inthe order of the Church it is required that none should neglect 
baptism, either as it regards himself or his children, for by this only do 
we become members of the visible kingdom of Christ, and have se- 
cured to us the means of grace which are found in the gospel dispen- 
sation. In connexion with baptism the apostolical ordinance of con- 
firmation, or the laying on of hands, is set forth as a necessary mode 
of declaring and engaging In our own name, agreeably to the ob- 
ligations w hich, in our infancy, were laid upon us by others. And 
finally, the sacrament of the Lord’s supper is offered as the seal of all 

those covenanted inercies which almighty God has promised us in 


and through his Son Jesus Christ. Besides the duties, therefore, of 


prayer, reading the scriptures, and attending publick worship, which 
we w ould hope are not so often neglected by Christians, it is incum- 
bent upon those who would comply with the whole will of God, by 
honouring the institutions of the blessed Saviour and his apostles, to 
participate in the other ordinancés which have been mentioned ; and 
if persons were more accustomed to reflection upon the subject, and 
more disposed to bring all their sentiments and views and habits into 
a strict conformity to the rules of the gospel, at the same time enter- 
taining a just sense of the design and tendency of religious obser- 
vances, we should, no doubt, have much less occasion to admonish 
and reprove our bearers for their neglect and indifference. 

Fifthly, there is a duty to be particularly urged upon Christians, 
and which it becomes us, from our character and the situation in 
which we are placed, always to regard. ‘This is union and peace, 
without which there can be neither publick prosperity nor personal 
happiness. ‘The measures adopted or pursued for our overthrow by 
others, will, by the good providence of God in whom we trust, be 
made to recoil upon their authors ; but division and contention among 
ourselves will soon prepare the way for our ruin. The most powerful 
weapons which assail the city from without will avail little towards 
accomplishing its destruction, but when discord and jealousy and 
strife have made their appearance within the walls, there is soon an 
opening for the enemy to enter, and in the advantage which is taken 
of mutual distrust and envy and recrimination, the invader is easily 
enabled to triumph in the victory. 

The Church in this diocese has hitherto happily escaped the evil 
of internal disunion and contention, and to this circumstance, under 
God, we may attribute much of our present prosperity. May the 
peace and harmony which have so long prevailed be perpetual, and 
from united and obedient hearts may the word of life bring forth 
abundant fruit, to the praise and glory of God. 

There is but one thing more to which I shall call your present at- 
tention, and this is the “importance of exercising the kindliest and 
most benevolent feelings towards those who are opposed to us. 
It was the command of our blessed Saviour that we should Jove and 
pray forour enemies and persecutors ; and the precepts which he gave, 
he confirmed and illustrated by his own example. And when we 
consider how little is ever gained by the indulgence of bad passions ; 
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how much disturbance is produced in society, and how many evils 
are perpetuated between man and man, by returning reviling for re- 
viling, and railing for railing, we shall surely need no further argument 
to convince us, how contrary is the practice both to our interest and 
our duty. We cannot expect that all men will agree with us in senti- 
ment, or that they will be content to follow the paths which we re- 
commend. And when we take into view the nature of the human 
mind, the ease with which it imbibes prejudice, and the readiness 
with which it opposes whatever interferes with its own direction, it 
ought not to excite our surprise, or our anger, when we are subjected 
to the ill will of our fellow creatures. Our duty, however, is plain ; 
for, although our consciences will not permit us to make any sacrifice of 
principle, yet we may, and, indeed, we must, if we would be like 
minded with our Master, exercise in its full extent that divine chari- 
ty which, under every provocation, suffereth long and is kind. Re- 
ciprocal resentments and animosities are altogether unbecoming, and 
contrary to the mild and forgiving character of the gospel, and the 
wounds which they cause are not soon healed ; but to overcome evil 
with good, to return blessing for cursing, and prayers for wrath, is the 
highest dignity of our nature ; and the effects may generally be expect- 
ed to correspond with the excellency of the virtue. 

I have now, brethren, in a brief and imperfect manner, set forth 
some of the duties which rest upon us as Episcopalians, and I trast that 
the subject will not be deemed altogether unsuitable to the occasion 
of our present meeting. In pondering the path of our feet. it will be 
well for us if we find that all our ways are established in truth, ac- 
cording to the rules which have been given. In the course of our 
observations we bave shown the importance of a conscientious and 
steadfast attachment to the system that we have received ; of a suffi- 
cient acquaintance with the arguments by which its distinctive prin- 
ciples are maintained ; of a cordial reception of its doctrines ; of an 
observance of its ordinances ;of the preservation of peace and unity 
among ourselves, and of the manifestation of kindness and good will 
to others. It is for us to judge, by an examination of our hearts and 
lives, whether we have regulated our steps accordingly ; and ifin any 
case, either on your part or mine, errour has been adopted and persist- 
ed in, may a merciful God give us wisdom to perceive wherein it 
consists, and grace to amend our course in future. And to Him, 
whom we beseech to pardon all our sins and imperfections, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our only Mediator and Advocate, be ascribed 
glory, honour, and dominion, now and forever. Amen. 


pL 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Ix offering you a few remarks on the subject of Christian modesty, it 
is not my purpose to speak of its nature or excellence. Every body 
is sensible to the charm which this amiable virtue imparts to the 
character of its possessor ; and every one perceives its nature, as well 
as its beauty, where he is not himself the example, in the dark shade 
which the want of it throws over every other quality. My object is 
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rather to point out a few circumstances in which some Christians 
among us are in danger, as it appears to me, of too much losing 
sight of a virtue which all so highly esteem. I shall hope to be able 
to do this in such a manner as not to make myself an example of the 
deficiency which | would wish to see correcied. 

We in this country hear it so ofien repeated that “ all men are 
born free and equal,” that we are ready to forget that there is a di- 
versity of gifts and stations in the allotments of Providence Young 
men, specially, who are eager for usefulness or distinction, are not a 
liiue mm danger of becoming, in their zeal, unmindtul of the respect 
due to their superiors. Far be it from me, iadeed, to intimate that 
there is any such thing as a real distinction of rank among us; or 
that wealth or family, or even learning or worth, conier any title to 
the respect of those who possess them not. | am well aware how 
prevalent is a very different rule of distinction. As St. Paul says, 
“ those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, 
upon these we bestow more abundant honour.” Still | would hope 
that we are not so tar gone from the original institutions of society, 
but that, as Christians, we may be willing to pay some respect to those, 
whose age and piety, and whose offices in the Church justly entitle 
them to it. To the clergy, in particular, and especially while en- 
gaged in the immediate duties of their sacred office, | would hope 
that we may even yet cultivate feelines of reverence and respect, as 
well as those of affection and confidence. 

There are some employments which lead those engaged in them to 
be acquainted with literary men, and especially with clergymen ; 
by which they are in‘uced to claim an intimacy, for which neither 
their character, nor their station. nor their information fits them. At 
the same time, they, perbaps insensibly to themselves, form a habit 
of assuming more than their due proportion of influence and conse. 
quence in their own proper sphere of action In this manner, their 
conduct becomes disagreeable and offensive to their associates, at the 
same time that it is sometimes annoying to those, to whose society 
they aspire. Ihave known the feelings of some members of a con- 
gregation to be disturbed, by a person of this sort, from his seeking 
an intercourse with clergymen, particularly with strangers, in the ves- 
try of his church immediately preceding divine service. ‘There is 
no time, it seems to me, whena pious clergyman would more wish 
to be left undisturbed, than when about to commence the holy ser- 
vice of the sanctuary. The introduction of any thing, not connected 
with the duties before him, must be an unwelcome intrusion ; and it 
is far from being an agreeable sight to the congregation to see him, as 
he proceeds to the sacred desk, preceded by several persons who 
have encroached upon his retirement. without being called to it by 
any office in the church, or by any duty of religion. 

At the holy communion there is sometimes room for the exercise 
of modesty on the part of young persons. I have seen. with grief the 
infirm and the aged, and even the officers of the church, kept wait- 
ing by the eagerness of young persons to press forward to the altar. 
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This is indeed rather owing to inattention, than to any intentional 
disrespect. Yet I think a modest regard to the feelings of others, 
and a proper respect for our superiors in age or office, should pre- 
vent its habitual recurrence. In so interesting, and so solemn an or- 
dinance of religion, nothing should be permitted to occur to mar the 
beauty of holiness. 

In regard to the manner in which the communion is received at the 
altar, there is a frequent omission, which also proceeds chiefly from 
inattention to the circumstance, but which might be prevented by a 
modest respect to the wishes of our fathers in the Church. The edi- 
tors to the Boston edition of Bishop Wilson’s ** Introduction to the 
better Understanding of the Lord’s Supper” have inserted in a note 
the following extract from Bishop Hobart’s Companion to the Altar, 
“ The receiving of the consecrated bread with the glove on the hand, 
should be avoided, as familiar and irreverent. Perhaps the most de- 
cent and proper manner of receiving the consecrated bread is in the 
paim of the right hand, crossed over the lefi, and then lifted to the 
mouth’? Were there no other motive for following this direction, 
than a disposition to comply with the wishes of an affectionate and 
beloved cierzyman, one would think it abundantly sufficient to ensure 
its general adoption. Yet | am told that many persons are in the 
habit of receiving this part of the consecrated elemenis in the man- 
ner objected to, and sometimes with the fingers of the giove not a little 
soiled. Some people seem to have an apprehension toat an attention 
to these minute observances will lead the mind off from the proper 
suvjects of coutemplation, and in some measure reduce our worship 
to idle ceremony. But. in an enlightened community, and with an 
intelligent and faithful clergy, there can be little danger of supersti. 
tiously substituting the forms of religion tor its substance. On the 
contrary, the pious Christian will find that every appropriate ceremo- 
ny, however unimportant in itself, which he habitually observes from 
a sincere motive of respect to the divine Author of our religion, will 
aid his devotional feelings, and elevate bis affections. ‘Thus he, who 
habitually bows at the name of Jesus in the creed, because it is said 
that * atthe name of Jesus every knee shall bow,’’ and who receives 
the elements at the communion in the manner which i is thought most 
expressive of love and reverence to our divine Saviour, will find that 
these observances assist in the promotion ot those holy affections which 
itis one object of all our worship to produce. It is like. the cup of 
cold water given in the name of a disciple which shall not lose its re- 
ward, 

I proceed to mention another of the dangers to which the modesty 
of some young men is exposed. From the state of things in this 
country, the wants of the Church have been such as to make it ne- 
cessary to admit young men to orders, before they have gone through 
such a course of preparatory studies as is required in the other pro- 
fessions, and as, under ordinary circumstances, would be required in 
our Church ; and some of the duties which more properly devolve on 
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ders, as lay readers. It would be to suppose an exemption from the 
common ififirmities of our nature, far beyond what we are to look for 
im this age of the world, if we did not expect such premature eleva- 
tion sometimes to produce an unfavourable effect upon the character. 
I would speak with caution and humility on this subject. But | fear 
it will be found that some such clergymen are in more danger of 
making too bigh an estimate of their talents and acquirements, than 
those who have been longer engaged in the pursuit of knowledge. 
They are more likely, too, to find imperfections in our excellent litur- 
gy, orerrours in the mode of using it. It is told of one of the first 
painters of the age, that when he for the first time saw the productions 
of some of the first masters, he was nota little disappointed at not dis- 
covering so much that was beautiful as he had expected. He had, 
however, the good sense, as well as modesty, to know that the fault 
was in his own taste, not in the picture, and to amend the fault by 
studying the picture until he bad obtained a full perception of tts 
beauties. Might not those who so easily find errours in the productions 
of the masters in our Israel, obtain a like benefit from studying them 
till their taste is formed upon such excellent models ? 

I might here close my remarks; but | wish, before I conclude, to 
take notice of an errour of an opposite character to those of which I 
have been speaking, into which some men have fallen ; to wit, too low 
an estimate of theirown talents and acquirements, and a distrust of their 
capacity for usefulness. This is an errour of more rare occurrence ; and 
it is so nearly allied to many excellent qualities that we should be 
almost tempted to regard it as in itself a virtue, were it not that it great- 
ly hinders the usefulness of those who are influenced by it, by dimin- 
ishing and discouraging their efforts. A man, under the influence of 
this amiable fault, for example, is unwilling to write for the instruction 
and improvement of his fellow men, although he is known by others to 
possess excellent talents for that purpose, because he persuades him- 
self that others will do it better than himself. 

Were I permitted to address such a man, I would remind him that 
it is the province of a faithful and thorough self-examination to discov- 
er the extent of the talents we actually possess, as well as to detect 
the want of those of which we are deficient. I would entreat him 
to consider how much this undervaluing the importance of his efforts 
abridges his means of usefulness, and to ask himself, if he who wil- 
fully hid the talent intrusted to bim met with so severe a retribution, 
whether he will be held to be wholly excused, who can only answer 
for himself that he was not aware that he possessed it. Ek. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


THE SOCTETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS VINDI- 
CATED FROM IMPUTATIONS IN JOHNSON’S LIFE OF GREENE. 
‘¢ So- 


I senieve that every reflecting person must admit that the 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts” has 
done much for the advancement of religion in these ‘United States. 
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1 believe, that the imagination that this society, with its professedly 
enlarged objects, was created for so little a purpose as the introducing 
a church establishment into one of the colonies never entered into the 
mind of more than the one person, whose name is at the head of this 
article 

Admiration for a philanthropy as pure as poor human nature is ca- 
pable of ; a deep sense of gratitude to a society to whom I probably 
am indebted for my dearest religious privileges, and a desire to rescue 
my country from tve imputation of ingratitude and prejudice ; and to 
show that the sentiments, which [ shall presently quote, are not only 
without authority, but peculiar to a single historian among the many 
who have adverted to the early history of this country, are the mo- 
tives which induce me to ask this favour of the Gospel Advocate. 

In Johnson’s life of General Greene, page 245, vol. i. it is thus writ- 
ten; ‘* Under the patronage and advice ot this fanatick,* it was that 
in 1705, the Church of England became the established church of 
South Carolina, and that the infamous test act became icorporated 
into the laws of that province. And in his pious purposes, he was 
aided by a society which masked an attack upon religious freedom 
under the specious pretext of promoting religion.’’ These are high 
charges: enmity to religious freedom ; intolerance, and hypocrisy. 
And this from America’? It has been the good fortune of this society, 
even amidst the rivalry which exists in Britain to have been seldom 
reproached. She may truly say with her Lord, “ These wounds l 
have received in the house where I should have found only friends.” 

But our autbor proceeds in a series of remarks which of course ap- 
ply both to the fanatick Granville (as he terms him) and to the socie- 
ty. ‘* How often has that sacred name been polluted by the avarice 
or ambition of man! But he is no friend to religion who will tempt 
man to hypocrisy, deprive him of the sacred right of conscience, or 
withdraw the oracles of the Christian religion from the severest scru- 
tiny the human mind can subject it to.’’? And that we might not doubt 
that he intended these insinuations of “ ambition,” * no friend to re- 
ligion,” * violators of conscience” to apply to the society, he proceeds, 
** This society was incorporated in William’s reign, at the instance of 
the archbishop of Canterbury, by the name of A Society for propa- 
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts.” 

The act of incorporation is dated 1701, and one hundred and twen- 
ty years afler, this notable discovery is made, that the objects are not 
as expressed in the charter, as all Christendom has supposed, but 
some others, of which which we shall presently be informed by our 
ecclesiastical Columbus. It may be well to remark in this place, that 
Hewitt, the historian of South Carolina, who had this very object be- 
fore him, and who was a Presbyterian minister, says, “‘ King William, 
though he maintained the power of the established Church, yet he 
often discovered a secret attachment to Presbyterians, and on all oc- 
sasions treated them with lenity and moderation.” If this society was 


* John Granville, a proprietor and palatine of the province. 
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unfriendly to teleration, and especially in South Carolina, Hewitt 
would have known it, and as it was chartered by King William he 
would not have asserted in so unqualified a manner his attachment to 
Presbyterians with the contrary evidence before him which this very 
act, the encouragement of sucha hostile society, would have afforded. 

But to our author. ** It acquired much eclat in the eariy establish- 
ment of the British colonies, and has unquestionably done good enough 
to atone for many faults.” Very well; we thank you forthis * But 
if actions are to be estimated by motives, then as far as it is justly 
chargeable with simply promoting a sect and that under the terrours 
of temporal power, it cannot pretend to the high meed of promoting 
the service of God ” 

Now we beg leave to ask how have its motives been discovered? 
Not by actions, for our author looks deeper. Not by the declarations 
in the charter ; for our author says, they are masks. They did pro- 
mote a sect, that is, they cultivated religion according to their views 
of it. Every one, who undertakes to propagate the gospel, must do so 
according to his views of it. If be professes to do otherwise, he is 
either a weak man who has no opinion of his own, or a dishonest man 
who would deceive by the catch-word liberality. Does our author 
mean that their motive was to propagate the gospel, as he expresses 
it, under * the terrours of temporal power.”’ We call for the proof. He 
who intimates that the motives of another are not such as he avows and 
his actions indicate, ought to produce his evidence. But after all there 
is a fallacy here in the intimation that motives can be discovered 
otherwise than by actions. God only can see the heart. And no man 
can determ'ne the motives of his neighbour without looking into his 
actions ; that is, all of them, not merely such as are publick, but those 
actions also which he may have studiously concealed. He who de- 
tects motives always effects this, by removing the veil which has been 
thrown over actions Has our author done this?) Has he brought te 
light any single act of this society not generally known? Or rather, 
has he proven the commission of any such act, for he does, indeed, by 
insinuation if not directly, charge the society with much wrong 
doing. 

‘Thus he insinuates that the society was engaged in “ the service of 
man, and ofa sect. and not of him to whom nothing but the sacrifice 
of a willing heart can be acceptable.”’ Again, he insinuates that this 
society was intended to be an instrument by which * one sect shall 
in his name, deprive another of the free exercise of those noblest at- 
tributes of beings created to serve him.” 

Hewitt says, ‘* To prepare the province for the charitable assistance 
of this society, it was judged necessary to bave the Church of England 
established in it bya provincial law, and the country divided into dis- 
tinct parishes.” By whom was “it judged necessary ?” Evidently 
by the government of the province. ‘This and nothing more was in- 
tended by Hewitt ; not a word does he say in that place of the soci- 
ety. But on this harmless assertion our author thus comments: “ The 
author (i. e. Hewitt) does not favour us with the authority upon 
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which he founds that information, but the concurrencé of events supports 
his assertion. It has never been denied, and is repeated by Ramsay 
as an unquestionable fact, that the creation of that society was the first 
step towards the establishment of the Episcopal church in South 
Carolina.” 

Ramsay represents the establishment in South Carolina to have 
been gradually effected.* He says, in the year 1698, one step fur- 
ther was taken by an act “to settle a maintenance on a minister of 
the Church of England in Charleston. The precedent thus set by 
the legislature being acquiesced in by the people, paved the way for 
an ecclesiastical establishment. Most of the proprietors and publick 
officers of the province, and particularly the governour, Nathaniel 
Johnson, were zealously attached to the Church of England. Be- 
lieving in the current creed of the times, that an established reli- 
gion was essential to the support of civil government, they concerted 
measures for endowing the Church of the mother country and ad- 
vancing it in South Carolina to a legal pre-eminence.” ‘ To obtain 
their aid (viz. that of the society) an establishment of the same form 
of publick worship in the colony which prevailed in the parent state, 
was deemed a prudential measure.” It may not be without use to add 
a remark of Ramsay, who was himself a dissenter: ‘* The sufferings of 
the dissenters under the rigorous establishments of Europe were un- 
known in Carolina. The moderation of the established Church was 
great; the toleration of the dissenters was complete. Except the 
patronage from government, and support from the publick treasury, 
the civil rights and privileges of both were nearly equal.” 

Ramsay then does say, precisely what Hewitt before him had said, 
that the obtaining aid from the society was one motive with the go- 
vernment for creating the establishment. But it was neither the 
ruling motive, nor the original motive ; for the establishment was cone 
templated, and the way paved for it before the society was instituted. 
Moreover these rulers were under a mistake, (and surely the society 
isnot answerable for their mistakes,) if they supposed that its aid could 
not be had without they established Episcopacy. The society have 
sent from the beginning, and they continue to send missionaries to 
places where Episcopacy is not established.t Their first missionary, 
Mr. Keith, commenced his labours at Boston, visited all the eastern 


* The original grant of the province, dated 1662-3, seems to have contem- 
plated an establishment in due time. Of the churches, &c. it says, the grantees 
shall “* Cause them to be dedicated and consecrated according to the ecclesias- 
tical laws of our kingdom of England, together with all and singular the like, and 
as ample rights.”” The grantees are also allowed to give indulgences to those 
who cannot for conscience sake conform to the liturgy, subscnbe the articles, 
&c.”? See Dalcho’s Church History, pages 2 and 3. 

In Locke’s fundamental constitutions, dated 1665, it is said, ** the national re- 
tigion is so also of Carolina.” 

t The delicacy observed on this subject was remarkable; for we are told 
(Dalcho’s Church History, page 42) that “ the Society for the Propagation, &c. 
had resolved not to obtrude the Episcopal service upon the colonists against their 
wishes. They did not, therefore, appoint missionaries, until applications were 
made by the colonists for ministers of the Church of England.” 
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and middle states, in which it is well known Episcopacy was never 
established. He did not come to South Carolina at all. But let it 
be remarked, neither Ramsay nor Hewitt insinuate that the society 
was in the least degree the promoters of an establishment, much less 
that it ‘* masked an attack upon religious freedom under the specious 
pretext of promoting religion ;” that perhaps ‘ it is justly chargeable 
with simply promoting a sect, and that under the terrours of temporal 
power ;” that in short it was the agent, not the occasion, for this is 
the amount of the insinuation in effecting ‘* the establishment of the 
Episcopal church in South Carolina.” 

That some such purpose, and not the propagation of the gospel, was 
the design and aim of our society is again intimated by the biogra- 
pher of Greene, though rather more mildly, in page 253, “ It may 
with confidence be asserted, that these very pious proprietors, with all 
the aid of the pious society for propagating religion in foreign parts, 
had never made a single Jndian convert.” 

Now the fallacy of this remark lieshere. The society never aided 
the proprietors at all. Their objects were different. The proprie- 
tors made an establishment. The society propagated the gospel in 
every one of the thirteen states, and did not pass by South Carolina 
although there was an establishment there. If it aided the views of 
the proprietors it was incidentally and not as if that was their main 
object. No, their designs were not so confined. Their history proves 
that they have always acted up to the spirit of their charter ; that they 
have propagated the gospel in foreign parts, of course according to 
their views of that gospel, that is, according to the faith and worship 
of Protestant Episcopalians. 

Having been compelled to animadvert on our author, I am gratified 
in an opportunity of quoting a sentence which is undoubtedly correct 
and commendable. Page 257, he says, ‘* Almost all the leading 
whigs in the low country were of the Episcopal Church; nor was 
there ever exhibited any thing of dissention or party spirit between 
the members of that sect and the dissenters during the war. The dis- 
tinction of whig and tory had no reference to, or dependence upon 


that cause.” 

Not only do preceding historians give no colour of support to the 
singular opinions of our author, but it is remarkable that the two he 
has referred toas authority, in substance contradict the charges brought 
against the society. 

Ramsay says, p. 6. vol. 1. ‘* The society, which about that time 
was incorporated in England,for propagating the gospel in foreign parts, 
was able and willing to assist the infant colonies both with ministers 
and the means of supporting them ;” that is, all the colonies. Not a 
syllable here about establishment. 

But Hewitt is more pointed in bis commendation: He says, p- 
146, of vol. 1, ‘It may not be improper to observe that some eminent 
men had appeared in England, who, pitying the miserable state of the 
western world with respect to religion, had proposed some publick spt- 
rited design for the propagation of the gospel among the heathens on 
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that vast continent. At length, Dr. Tennison, archbishop of Canterbu- 
ry, undertook the laudadle design, applied to the crown, and obtain- 
eda charter, incorporating a Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts.” 

Would the Rev. Mr. Hewitt, a presbyterian, have called this de- 
sign laudible, had he held such views of it as those we are now con- 
sidering ? 

It may be added, that the charter speaks of atheism and infidelity ; 
of Jewish and popish priests; not one word against the dissenters, 
and yet our author intimates, that to put them down was its real chief 
purpose. 

The first missionary to Carolina was the Rev. Samuel Thomas ; and 
he was sent, says Hewitt, for the instruction of the Yamapee Indians ; 
so that the promotion of the establishment was at least postponed. 
But the real truth is no such purpose ever was entertained by the 
society, and the imagination that it was rests on the simple fact of ‘* the 
concurrence of events.” The society was incorporated on the 16th 
June, 1701; and the Church was established in South Carolina on the 
6th of May, 1703 or 1704, and therefore the one was instituted to 
bring about the other. 

This is the argument, and let it have all the weight to which it is 
entitled. Until a better is offered, 1 doubt not a unanimous verdict 
in favour of the society. Omnes. 


p— _____] 


[Tue following communication was received nearly a year since, but 
it came too late to be inserted previously to the period to which it re- 
fers; and it was therefore thought best to defer it to the present time. ] 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Ir the following should be thought worthy of your pages, you will be 
pleased to make use of it. 


An Address, delivered on a Christmas Eve, in a Country Church dressed 
with Evergreens. 
Or the variety of imagery which the prophets used to prefigure the 
glorious era that should commence with the birth of Emmanuel, and 
the future happiness and prosperity of his church, none are more beau- 
tiful and appropriate, than that presented by the evergreens of the forest. 
Bishop Horne says, ‘* When the prophets have occasion to foretell 
the marvellous change to be effected in the moral world, under the 
evangelical dispensation, they frequently borrow their ideas from the 
history of that garden, in which innocence and felicity once dwelt to- 
gether, and which they represent as again springing up and blooming 
in the wilderness: such joy and gladness, such thanksgiving and 
melody, are described as taking place at the restitution of all things, 
as were at their first creation, whem the morning stars sang together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”’ 
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How beautiful are the emblems of the Christian church contained in 
the 55th chapter of Isaiah! ‘ All the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree ; and in- 
stead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree : and it shall be to 
the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign, that shall not be cut off.’ 
The brier and thorn may represent not only the dejected and forlorn 
state of the Jewish church, during the few centuries which immediate- 
ly preceded the Saviour’s advent; but also the unfruitful works of 
heathen darkness. And the fir-tree and myrtle, that should come up 
instead thereof, may represent the flourishing and ever-during na- 
ture of Messiah’s kingdom, which to the Jews was a most pleasing an- 
ticipation. It was also the general impression of the gentile world, 
at that period, that a mi: chty Deliverer and Prince should arise, who 
would restore that golden age which their poets and philoso; phers had 
frequently and be: rutifully described. 

The prophet in this ch: ipter points to the omnipotence of God, who 
would infallibly accomp lish his word, and bring about those glorious 
deliverances, which he had promised. He gives a most just and 
lively picture of the happy change to be produced in the world by 
the gospel. 

My friends, you may see around you the emblems which the pro- 
phet made use of to represent the glorious hour of redemption. Look 
upon them, and borrow of his rapture to exclaim, All the trees of the 
field do clap their bands, Instead of the thorn we behold the fir- 
tree ; instead of the brier we behold the myrtle-tree. And,as you 
look on these emblems of salvation, may your hearts feel additional 
ardour, and your voices in sublimer strains echo the everlasting 
theme. 

In his representation of the glory that should come upon the church 
by the access of the gentiles, Isaiah says, in another place, * the glo- 
ry of Lebanon shall come upon thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and 
the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary, and | will make 
the place of my feet glorious.” 

When God, by his prophet, exhorted his church to trust in him ; 
for her encouragement, he says, “ I will plant in the wilderness, (that 
is, in the world,) the cedar, the myrtle, and the oil-tree. 1 wiil set 
in the desert the fir-tree and the pine, and the box.tree together 
that they may see and know and consider and understand togethe 
that the hand of the Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel 
hath created it.” 

“‘ By the cedar, we may understand the Jews, who were God's 
covenanted people ; and by the myrtle, the pine, the fir, and the box, 
the different nations of the gentiles who are thus represented to be 
called by God the Saviour into his garden, the church, which he has 
purchased by his own blood,” And may we not believe that the re- 
alities represented by the emblems which now beautify our walls, will 
soon be accomplished by his omnipotence and goodness ; that as the 
box, the fir, and the pine are united, and wreath the pillars of this 
church ; so wil] Jew and Gentile, Parthian and Mede, Assyrian and 
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Persian, unite and form one church, under “ the chief Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls.” O glorious hour! when the church militant shall 
embrace the whole human race! when the garden of God shall be 
filled with trees of his own planting! 

The Psalmist, in speaking of the church, says, ‘* thou hast brought 
a vine out of Egypt; thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it, 
and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land. The 
hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were 
like the goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs unto the sea and 
her branches unto the rivers.” This is literally true of the Jewish na- 
tion or church, who, by the special guardianship of God, became 
powerful in Egypt, and were alterwards put into the possession of 
Palestine, acountry bounded by the sea and by rivers. But the great 
excellency of the Psalmist’s description consists in its being consid- 
ered an emblem of the prosperity and glory of the Christian 
church. The Psalmist, with his prophetick eye, might have been 
looking down on that glorious hour when the ascending Saviour com- 
missioned his disciples to preach his gospel to every creature ; or on 
THAT when his religion shall triumph in every land ; and the banners 
of the cross be hailed as the rallying point of nations : when the ce- 
dar of Lebanon shall be as extensive as it is durable ; when its shade 
and its fragrance shall refresh every fainting heart. 

What a glorious hour! when all the false fires of paganism shall be 
put out; when every. idol, whether an image, or seated in the heart, 
shall be cast away, and, in its stead, shall be placed the genuine tab- 
lets of the gospel. 

The trees, that the sacred writers have made choice of as emblems 
of the prosperity of the church, are very significant likewise, on ac- 
count of their continual verdure. 

Like other trees of the forest, they are not withered by winter. 
The northern blast has no power to rob them of their beauty and 
their grandeur. When the surrounding shrubbery is leailess, by 
contrast they shoot out their branches, tinged with a livelier green, 
and waving with increased majesty. It is this that makes them most 
appropriate emblems of the church of God the Saviour, which has 
stood from the foundation of the world, and, like them, will for ever 
flourish. 

jut of all the trees of the forest, the cedar is the most celebrated 
in scripture, and is therefore the most apt emblem of the durability 
and final triumph of the church. ‘* It shoots out its branches at a dis- 
tance from the ground. Its branches are large and at a distance from one 
another. It is always green, and its gum has different effects attribut- 
ed to it. Its wood is incorruptible, beautiful, fragrant, and solid.” 

Without the joyful anticipations which the gospel yields ; what a 
waste, whata desert would this world be! And have we a proper sense 
of our own unworthiness and guilt, and do we feel the absolute neces- 
sity of the Saviour’s merits to reconcile us to God? What amazing 
sufferings did he endure to purchase-dignity for our fallen nature ! 
What a privilege that we are not only permitted to recline under cool 
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shades and beside sweet fountains here ; but, to the faithful and the 
pious worshipper, he points toa paradise above, where the tear of sorrow 
shall for ever be wiped away, and where every sigh shall be for ever 
hushed. 

And now, my friends, bow proper that we should plant within the 
church the sign that she will be everlasting and that she shall not be cut 
off. Did the church of old, from anticipation of her future splendour by 
the coming, of Messias, beautify the sanctuary with the fir-tree the 
pine-tree and the box-tree ; and shall we, who, by testimonies most 
sure, can look back and see some of her predicted glories fulfilled, re- 
frain from beautifying his temple and the church we love ? 

In directing your minds to the uses which prophecy has made of 
these emblems, and to the recollections, which, as memorials, they 
should produce in us, much pious joy, in the confirmation of our 
faith and strengthening of our hope, should appear. 

Here are ewblematically displayed. the beauty, the prosperity. and 
happiness of the church. When the devout Christian looks upon them, 
hé can see, by anticipation, the glorious hour when the religion of the 
Saviour shall extend throughout the world ; ** when every nation and 
tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.’’ 
By faith in the promises of God, with David be will exclaim, ‘ Let 
the field be joyful and all that is in it, then shall all the trees of the 
wood rejoice before the Lord.” 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue following judicious remarks upon the apostolical rite of Con- 
firmation, with a quotation from Mr. Ostervald, are extracted from a 
dliscourse on the parable of the ten virgins, by Benjamin Colman, D. D., 
formerly pastor of the society in Brattle street, Boston. They are 
deserving the serious attention, not only of the members of the Epis- 
copal Church, but, also, of our dissenting brethren, among whom the 


author was a distinguished minister. 


*‘The confession of the name of Christ is, after all, very lame, 
and will be so, till the discipline, which Christ bas ordained, be re- 
stored, and the rite of Confirmation be recovered to its first use and 
solemnity. The reason why the one is dwindled into a useless 
name is because the other is lost. There is a discipline which our 
Saviour has instituted, which should be to his church for ever a sa- 
cred and inviolable order. The honour of religion and the safety of 
souls call for it. The first and grand defect in church order seems 
to me to be the abuse, or the total want of a regular recogni- 
tion of the baptismal vow, by those that have been baptized in infan- 
cy, as they grow up. If this were strictly attended, so would the 
exercise of a severe watch, in all likelihood, continue, and the admin- 
istration of just censures would follow upon occasion. But a false 


step being made here, runs us into great confusion and disorder. 
Your external profession or confession of the faith is very imperfect, 
without a publick serious declaration of it in the face of the congre- 
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gation, at the demand of your pastors, when you come to years of 
discretion. It is not enough that you have been baptized and hada 
Christian education, and have given your attendance on the publick 
worship of Christ from your infancy ; but now you are to say that 
you stand to your baptism and take that vow upon you, and confirm 
and ratify all that was done by your parents in the solemn devoting 
you to God trom the womb. This 1s the most explicit act of confessing 
Christ, that is done by a Christian, ordinarily, in hts whole life. And while 
we neglect it, we give the adversary of infant baptism a great advantage 
to glory against us. for as an exceilent person says in this case,— 
‘the baptismal engagement is a personal thing in which every body 
should act and answer for himself. When children are baptized 
they know nothing of what is done to them; it is, therefore, abso- 
luiely necessary, that when they come to years of reason they should 
become members of the church out of knowledge and choice. This 
is no novelty, innovation, or unnecessary solemnity, as some call every 
thing which does not agree with the custom of their country or church, 
but it is an imitation of the ancient and apostolical order, and an es- 
tablishment altogether suited to the nature of the Christian religion.’ 
This would be, indeed a regular profession, whereas the want of 
some such order makes it miserably halt, and cripples discipline. 
This would very much perfect our stated worship of God, and through 
grace qualify many the more tor, and introluce them to the Lord’s 
table, and to the font of baptism for their seed.” Colman’s Discourses, 
pp- 37--39. Boston edition, 1747. 

It may be proper to observe that the ‘‘ excellent person,”’ quoted 
by Dr. Colman, was the celebrated J, F. Ostervald, pastor of a church’ 
in Neufchatel, and author of many valuable books. One of these, 
entitled, “ The grounds and principles of the Christian religion, ex- 
plained in a catechetical discourse fof the instruction of young peo- 
ple,” contains the Confirmation service as formerly used by the min- 
isters of Neufchatel and Vallangin, and which is, in substance, the 
same with that of the Episcopal church in this country. The cere- 
mony of Confirmation, says Mr. Ostervald, ‘‘ proceeds from a cus- 
tom ever since the time of the apostles, and in the primitive church, of 
laying hands on those who were baptized ;” and although he thinks it 
ought not to be observed now with the expectation of receiving mi- 
raculous gifts, yet he declares it absolutely necessary that ** children, 
arrived to years of discretion, should be brought to take upon them 
the vow made at their baptism.” —Ostervald’s Catechism, p. 320, Lon- 
don edition, 1726. S. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
EXTRACT FROM THE MESSIAH. 
BOOK Il. 

T'ranslated from the original German of Klopstock. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 322.) 


*Twas then I waited for the birth sublime 
Of heaven's offspring ; and | thought from forth 
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Thy breast, Maria, as he was to emerge, 

That fleeter than the lightning-glance of God, 
More winged than his anger-kindled thoughts, 
Would the young infant giant-like arise . 

To meet the heavens. Methought I was to see 
Him mighty tread with one the ocean-depths, 
Aud with the other foot the orbs of earth ; 

His right hand stretching o’er the sun, his left 
Grasping the morning stars. He comes, I said, 
Amid the rush of storms, and winds call’d forth 
From ev’ry cavern of the universe 

To burst on Victory ! Ab Satan fly, 

Fly lest the powerful thunder fasten round, 

And hurling through ten thousand worlds, at last 
Dash thee exhausted, senseless, even dead 

Amid the regions of inanity! | 

Thus thought 1, gods of hell, but ’twas not so. 
It pleas’d him, rather, to become a child, 

A puniest child of dust ; of those, who weep 
E’en from their birth mortality! ’Tis true, 
Sang forth his praise, a choir of seraphim ; 

Such as from time to time will leave their heaven 
To seek our realms of earth, and viewing spread, 
With death, her fair bills, that were wont to glow 
With tints of paradise ; will wipe away 

Some trickling tear, and, then, consoled mount 
Toward their slavish skies ; bhymning to God! 
Ev’n thus ’twas then. They left the child of earth, 
(Or, seems it fitter, ruler of the skies,) 

To fly trom Satan: but such puny foe 

Was worthy not of me: yet, as mine arm 

Of listlessness grew weary, I inspir’d 

The soul of Herod, mine high-priest on earth, 
To ordain the infant massacre. That blood, 
That spouted so from forth the quiv’ring joints ; 
Those shrieks of madd’ning mothers, as escap’d 
With groans some soul from out its tenement ; 
All pleasing burst upon me, But hark! 

Is’t not the soul of Herod wandering there ? 
Answer, thou hell-foredoomed wretch ; was’t not 
Satan, who plann’d those murders ? O! can e’er 
Th’ Almighty guard from me his works of might, 
His souls eternal, that | shed not o’er them 

My hidden banes, and prompt them on to ruin? 
Yes, wretch, thy poor complaints, thy faultering doubts, 
And the short sobs of those thine band hath launch’d 
To other worlds with curses on their lips 

Against thyself and their Creator; such, 

Such was a sacrifice acceptable 

‘To him who now torments thee! At the death 
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¢ Of Herod, gods assembled, soon return’d 

The child from Egypt’s plains: bis years of youth 
Did he. upon a tenderest mother's breast, 
Amid her soft caressings spend, unknown, 
And yet, unfear’d. No fire of heaven, as yet, 
Had spurr’d bim on to undertakings, vast, 
And fuil of awe. And yet 1 think, ye gods, 

: Some loneliest grove, or solitary place 
Must, oft, those thoughts of greatness have inspir’d 
That menace now, though distant, to o’erthrow 
Heil’s dark foundations ; and call torth anew 
Her seeds of bravery. This twas, methinks, 
Which more employ’d his greener infancy, 
Than fields, and flowers, and praises slavish tun’d 
By those around him, to the God whose hand 
Shap’d ignominious, with their kindred worms. ah 
Yet this | heeded not. Still there was nought if 
To break my long repose ; except, when earth, 
With cares unceasing, sent her souls ; which, spite | 
The looks of angry heaven, | view’d to throng 1 
And populate mine heritage below. ' 
At last may I unmindful look no more ; ab 
For late. as by the Jordan’s coasts he* went, Ty 
God's holiness came brightening down from heaven. | 
Say not, ye princes, some illusion then ; 

r image faisely cheated! ’*T was these eyes, } 
These eyes immortal, that beheld it gleam, | 
Lucid, as when from out the throne of God 
It wandereth through the ranks of praying seraphs: 
Twas thus. But, whether sped that son of earth 
To honour, or hell's vigilance to awake, 

Satan decides not. True I heard around 
Thunder’s awe-striking peal, and words went forth: 
“ This is my loved one ; behold the Son 
Shap d from my soul” But, by the night I swear 
Of gloomiest beil, it was not there the voice 

That us’d, in ages past, to speak the Son 

Of space eternal to our slavish ears. 1 
No! *T'was Eloa, or, some other sped 

From forth the throne, hell’s monarch to deride. 
A dotard, too, e’er wandering ’mong the clefts 1} 
Of some bleak wilderness, hath prophesied, 
And hail’d this son of earth. [beard bim cry : i 
‘* Mortals, behold th’ Eternal Lamb, whose power 
Shall pitying loose your sins: all hail! thou Son 
Of Him, who scannest o’er eternity : i 
Thou, who wast ages ere me! from the full lf 
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Of thine exalted pity, shall we know 

Grace and benevolence: through Moses came 

The law, but truth doth emanate from Him, 

The anointed of the Lord!”  Is’t not enough 
Prophetick ? Elevated? Thus do err 

Those wiid enthusiasts ; yet build round themselves 
A gloom of holiness, which vainly strive 

Our deathless eyes to penetrate. The Seer* 
Would fain persuade us. how, beneath that form, 
That death-subjected form, there lies conceal’d 
The Thunderer of the Highest; He who drove, 
(Our worthiest, most exalted enemy,) 

Heil’s armed spirits to their new-form’d worlds ; 
Self he of earth, of whom this prophet dreams, 
Believes it so, and ev’n must Satan’s voice 

Confess bim something: for, from off the bed 

Of life expiring, wiil be oft arouse, 

And bid new force invigorate my prey. 

Yet is this nought. Stil greater things frown o’er us ; 
For, from their load of sin, he menaces 

Our race of man to free; trom sin, which e’en 

Th’ All-framer hatb implanted in the breast 

Of all, though ’gainst bimself, and unsubdued 

By slavish duties, ever bids arise ; 

Death, too, whose arm doth butcher each one down 
Oft as we wink upen him: all will he, 

All liberate! Ev’n to you, ye souls, that, since 
Creation, I have, like the swelling sea, 

Collected round me ; numerous as the stars, 
Countless as those, who bow, and tune their harps 
To please the arrogant; yes, ye, whom night 

And flames of hell eternally torment, 

Ye shall he liberate! Yet can! doubt, 

The pang-dispenser o’er mankind, my powers 

Or think that they, who trembled not to curse, 

And scoff at Godhead, and at slaves, should yield 
‘To one unarm’d ‘gainst death ; what thunders strove 
But strove in vain to effect? Avaunt, thou thing 
Of proud audacity, and liberate 

Firstly thyself; then, free thy kindred mortals ! 
Yes, be shall die, that gifted one from self, 

To overthrow my realms! Amid the dust deform’d, 
And cold, and pale be shall be laid! Tis then 
Exulting, to those eyes, that e’er shall veil 

Night and obscurity, Ill say ; behold 

Behold the resurrection! ‘To those ears, which sound 
No more shall penetrate, my wrath shall speak : 
Hark! I will cry, [s’t not the awful voice 

That bids the dead arise! And, when the soul 
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Shall flit from forth its clay, and seek, perhaps, 
In hostile guise, mine hell, in thunder tone 
Will I scream out: O! haste thee back to earth 
Tis there thou conquerest! ’Tis there thine arm 
Shall fetter gods; and triumph waits thee there ! 
For thee the gates of hell shall ope themselves, 
And groan the abyss, and crowds of souis pour thick 
To hail thy presence with their prostrate gods! 
"Tis thus Pll say ; and, ere I do it not 
What mine eternal wisdom now resolves, 
Shall the Almighty, whilst [ now address 
My train of spirits, haste himself to earth 
And raise her with her curst inhabitanis 
To His own heaven! True, as that Satan lives 
Unvanquish’d through eternity, shall die 
The abject wretch! Yes,soon, amid the ways 
That lead from earth, will I strew forth his dust 
Betore the tace of heaven and its Lord ! 
Such is my project; such is hell’s revenge ! 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
MARYLAND. 


Tre annual convention of the diocese of Maryland, was held in St. 
Paul’s church, Baltimore, on the 28th, 29th, and 30th days of May, 
1823. The clergy consist of the bishop, 41 presbyters and 5 deacons ; 
of which number, 7 presbyters and 1 deacon, were absent. There 


were present 48 lay delegates, the representatives of 47 parishes. | 


‘The convention sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Barry. The 
Rev, Dr. Wyatt was elected secretary. The subject of taxation in 
the several parishes, for the payment of the,expenses attending the 
meetings of the general and state conventions, having been committed 
at the preceding convention to a committee of the laity, they report- 
ed the following resolutions, which were adopted by the present con- 
vention: 14. Resolved, That the funds heretofore denominated the 
deputies’ fund and incidental expenses, be and they are hereby unit- 
e! into one, to be called ** the convention fund,” and that each and 
every parish in the diocese shall be required to pay to the next, and 
every succeeding sfated convention, the sum of $6 for defraying the 
expenses of the deputies to the general convention, of the members of 
the standing committee, and the incidental expenses. 

2. Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the treasurer to the con- 
vention, to open a separate account with each parish in the diocese, in 
which he shall duly charge the amount of annual contribution, and 
give credit for all sums received, and that he shall submit a statement 
of his accounts to every annual convention, which statement shall be 
published in the journal. 

The committee on the state of the Church presented the following 
abstract of the parochial reports of this year. 
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The treasurer of the convention was directed to pay to each of the 
delegates from the diocese of Maryland, who attended the late gene- 
ral convention, the sum of 50 dollars, and to each member of the stand- 
ing committee, the amount of his expenses during the last year. 

The following preamble and resolution, having been moved and 
seconded, was passed by the convention. We insert it at length that 
our readers may see the manner of legislation, in the convention of 
Maryland, which, though it approximates nearer ta civil, than to ca- 
non law in form, strikes us agreeably: ** Whereas, at the session of 
the convention in 1820, a petition was presented by sundry inhabi- 
tants of St. John’s parish, Prince George’s and Charles counties, 
praying that they might be permitted to separate from said parish, 
and form a distinct cougregation under the act of 1602, a report was 
presented favourable to said petition, but the subject was not acted up- 
on by the convention; and whereas it is represented by the rector of 
said parish, that the petitioners stil] wish to separate as aforesaid, 

Be it therefore enacted and ordained, by the convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of Marylaad, that Coleman Beanes, William 
Marshall, Thomas H. Claggett, Thomas Mundel!, and other members 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Maryland, residing within the 
limits of the parish aforesaid, be, and they are hereby authorized to 
form themselves into a separate congregation ; and upon the forima- 
tion of said congregation, and compliance with the canons and regula- 
tions of the Church, the said congregation shall be received into the 
Church, and entitled to all the privileges and immunities secured by 
law, and the constitution and canons of the Church, to separate cou- 
gregalions.” 

For the same reason also, we insert the following resolution. Much 
time is lust in our conventions, by a want of regularity and despatch, 
in the performance of ordinary business. ‘* On motion, resolved, 
That the fojlowing form of proceeding to business at the opening of 
each session of the convention, be adopted—thbat as soon as the presi- 
dent takes the chair, the names of the clergy shall be called over hy 
the secretary of the preceding meeting ; or in case of his absence by 
a secretary pro. tem. to be appointed by the president. The lay 
delegates shall lay their certilicates of appointment on the table, and 
subscribe the declaration required by the constitution Upon which 
acts being done, if a constitutional quorum be present, the president 
shall thereupon declare the fact, that the convention is organized and 
ready for business ; and the following committees shall then be ap- 
pointed by the chair :—One of elections, one on the state of the 
Church, and one on accounts. And the president is hereby authorized 
and empowered to conform the proceedings of the convention to this 
order.” - 

‘The standing committee appointed were, for the ensuing year :— 
Rev. H. L. Davis, D. D, Rev. E. D. Barry, D. D. Rev. W. D. Addi- 
son, Rev. W. E. Wyatt, D. D.—Western Shore. 

Rev. Thomas Bayne, Rev. George Weller, Rev. William Jack- 
son.——Eastern Shore. 

Tie report of the trustees of the theological seminary, established 
at the last convention having been read, the following resolution, by 
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the Hon. C. Goldsborough, was finally adopied. ‘ That the estab- 
lishment of the theological seminary, authorized by a vote of the 
last convention of this diocese shall be, and the same is hereby sus- 
pended, and that no resolution or other act of the convention, for the 
revival of the said seminary, or for the establishment of any other 
theological seminary, within this diocese, shall be had or be deemed 
valid and effectual, un!ess the same shall be adopted at one conven- 
tion, published among their proceedings for the consideration of the 
diocese, and afterwards ratified and confirmed by the next annual and 
regular convention, after a new election of lay delegates.” 

It was also resolved, ** That it is the sense of this convention, 
that the persons, who have subscribed to the diocesan theological sem- 
inary, are released from their obligation to pay their subscription.” 

We sincerely rejoice at this result; because we are persuaded that 
the establishment of one system of theological instruction, under the 
control of the general] pram will be ‘found to be most conducive 
to the peace and good order of the Church. As branch schools may 
hereafter be established, whenever the united wisdom of the Church 
shall see fit to establish the same, the system appears to us, to be lia- 
bie to fewer objections than any other. Evils there must be, because 
nothing in this world is free from attendant evils ; and objections there 
must be, because the views of men may be narrow, or comprehen- 
sive, and the motives of some more than of others, directed to the 
promotion of publick good. On this subject, we are pleased to see 
the following remarks by the Bishop. ‘ When by a special general 
convention, a system was finally settled for the education of candi- 
dates for holy orders, it was hoped, to use the language of our venera- 
ble presiding bishop, that there would be ‘an undivided w ish, and 
endeavour to support, an institution begun under such favourable pros- 
pects.” That this seminary, well supplied with learned and pious 
professors, would be completely sufficient for the purposes of the 
Church, for many years to come ; that a uniform mode of education, 
—- the superint tendance of the house of bishops, would be the most 

ffectual way to preserve her integrity, to maintain her excellent form 
of worship, and to preserve the unity of her faith; these are proposi- 
tions which seem to admit of no doubt. And it is surely true, that 
unity in the Christian church was viewed by our biessed Lord and his 
apostles as the main principle of ber existence. 

‘* Besides, it would be of great advantage for the students of theology, 
in every divcese, to finish their education at the great theological 
school of the Church. ‘They would enter upon the duties of their 
ministry under more favourable circumstances ; and to be educated 
at the same seminary, would unite them in the bonds of affection, 

while, at the same time, a laudable and valuable emulation would be 
created among the suns of the Church. 

“ft has been said, however end it may sometimes be the case, 
that young men of good talents, and poms dispositions may be inclined 
to enter the ministry, who have not the means of acquiring the ele- 
ineatary parts of education, or of finishing their studies at the seminary. 


‘* Let a socicty then be formed in every diocese, tor the purpose of 
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supplying pecuniary aid to young men preparing for holy orders, and 
all difficulties of this kind will be removed, while the union and har- 
mony of the Church will be preserved. 

**In two dioceses, Pennsylvania and South Carolina, societies of 
this kind have been formed, and their efforts have been great. A 
similar society exists in this diocese, although its operations have been 
suspended, for reasons that need not be mentioned here. But agreea- 
bly to the constitution, it can be immediately brought into operation, 
and in all the parishes of the state, auxiliaries may be formed. ‘This 
would yield in a way that never would be felt, an annual supply af 
money for the good purposes of the institution. And at the present 
time it might commence operations under very favourable circum- 
stances Some money is now in hand. And the income of a legacy, 
now amounting to about 1400 dollars, and which may be considerably 
increased, if the debts be ail recovered, left by the late Rev. Mr. 
Jackson, it would be in my power to.add annually to their tund.” 

EPISCOPAL ACTS. 

During the past year. the Bishop has ordained 6 priests, and 2 dea- 
cons ; administered confirmation in 8 places to 169 persons, of whom 
19 were blacks; admitted 2 candidates for holy orders ; consecrated 
one church ; and licensed | lay reader. 

The number of the clergy, notwithstanding the abovementioned 
ordinations, has diminished by death and removals, being less by two 
than last year. ‘The bishop accounts for this, on the ground of the 
precarious and inadequate support of the clergy ; and he proposes this 
subject for the serious consideration of the members of our communion. 
** We humbly hope,’’ he observes, ** that the Divine Spirit will inspire 
the hearts of our members, with such love for her venerable apostolick 
character, such zeal for the promotion of her welfare, and such concern 
for the salvation of men, that they will apply their wisdom, and conse- 
crate a portion of their wealth, to enable her to maintain a pious and 
respectable ministry. 

«« This is unquestionably, at the present time, the most urgent object 
that can be offered to the consideration of her members. And I bave, 
and shall continue to avail myself of all suitable occasiuns, to bring this 
subject before the laity, until the Christian principle come into ful! ope- 
ration, that every man consider himself as bound by his consci: ne: to 
contribute part of his means for the support of the church of Chr st.” 

We take the liberty of suggesting at the close of this abstract, that it 
would confer an obligation upon us, and we presume on all the distant 
members of our Church, if the committee on the state of the Church, or 
the secretary of the convention, would specify the number of parishes 
in the diocese and arrange them according to the geographical divis- 
ions of the state. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We are indebted, deeply, and express our warmest thanks to P.P.P.S, 
for his excellent article on Archbishop Laud. It will appesr in our 
next, and we hope to benefit our readers, often, by his communications. 
© Adversaria”’ is also approved and will be inserted, 


ERRATUM. 
Last No. p. 349, line 13, in some copies, for excused read accused. 
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